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I insist on an apostrophe, says Disgusted of 
Tunbridge Wells 
 

Chris Smyth 

For the strict adherent to correct English, missing apostrophes are the equivalent of water torture — a drip-
drip effect, at first slightly annoying but more maddening by the day until something snaps.  

Exasperated by living in a street where the signage shows a cavalier disregard for punctuation, Stefan 
Gatward has been painting apostrophes on to the signs of “St Johns Close”, in Tunbridge Wells, so that they 
announce “St John’s Close”.  

Not all his neighbours approve of his grammatical vigilantism and Mr Gatward has been called a vandal.  

He is unrepentant, however. “I think one should stand up for things and language is worth standing up for. 
The trouble is that everything is dumbed down now,” he said.  

“I’ve lived on St John’s Close for 14 months and have had to look at those signs every day. I decided 
enough was enough.”  

When Mr Gatward, a 62-year-old former soldier, set about the “St Johns Close” signs with a paintbrush, he 
was cheered on by one neighbour — but confronted by another, also a soldier.  

“He asked me what I was doing and told me I was wrong. He called me a vandal and a graffiti artist.  

“He tried to tell me that the Post Office would not deliver to the street if you put an apostrophe on the 
address.”  

Mr Gatward, who served with the Gordon Highlanders in the 1960s, pulled rank on the younger man, who 
had served in Afghanistan.  

“I’ve been to three universities. I don’t know it all but I still know a lot more than a mere corporal,” he said.  

After the confrontation Mr Gatward corrected the rest of the signs. “The trouble is that some teachers don’t 
know how to use grammar properly, so children don’t either. Local authorities just don’t bother,” he said.  

“I fought for the preservation of our heritage and our language but some people seem happy to let that go. 
I’m not.”  
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